University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
SourceMex

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

2-15-2006

Special Prosecutor Appointed to Investigate Attacks
on Journalists
LADB Staff

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/sourcemex
Recommended Citation
LADB Staff. "Special Prosecutor Appointed to Investigate Attacks on Journalists." (2006). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/
sourcemex/4956

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in SourceMex by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 51817
ISSN: 1054-8890

Special Prosecutor Appointed to Investigate Attacks on
Journalists
by LADB Staff
Category/Department: Mexico
Published: 2006-02-15
The Mexican government has appointed a special prosecutor to investigate and prosecute those
responsible for murder attempts against the country's journalists. The new prosecutor, who will
be in charge of the Fiscalia Especial para la Investigacion de los Crimenes y Atentados contra
Periodistas, will answer to the Procuraduria General de la Republica (PGR).
The move followed a Feb. 6 attack on El Manana in Nuevo Laredo, where two masked assailants
invaded the newspaper and open fire, critically injuring reporter Jaime Orozco Tey. Several other
members of the staff were injured by flying glass. Prosecutors said the assailants might have been
working for one of the major drug-trafficking organizations, perhaps the Gulf cartel. "The assailants
walked into the lobby of the newspaper and yelled, 'You're all going to hell,' and...started shooting
up the place," said Ramon Cantu Deandar, general director of El Manana and its sister publication
La Tarde.
Witnesses said the attack was aimed at the newspaper and not necessarily at Orozco Tey, who
was caught in a barrage of bullets. He remained in critical condition at a local hospital as of midFebruary. "The guy who shot him never saw him," said Rene Martinez, one of the newspaper's
editors. "This is a dark place to work. We know there is danger in the streets, but we continue to
work."

Decision follows assault on Nuevo Laredo newspaper
Daniel Rosas, managing editor of El Manana, said drug cartels might have been trying to send a
message to all journalists in Mexico. "It could be that they want to make us an example to control
all the press," he said. "It's the same as terrorism. It is terrorism." The assault on El Manana seems
to have had its intended effect. A day after the incident, Cantu said El Manana would greatly pare
down its coverage of drug traffickers to protect its staff members. "Zero investigations into the drugtrafficking organizations," said Cantu.
Under the new policy, he said, the newspaper will only report the basic facts of drug-related killings,
leaving out the names of any individuals involved in the case. The Feb. 6 attack was the latest in
what has become a pattern of intimidation of journalists by Mexico's top drug cartels during the
past dozen years (see SourceMex, 2004-10-13 and 2005-04-20). "Nuevo Laredo continues to be the
battleground for drug cartels," said Cantu. "And reporters continue to get caught in the crossfire.
The problem is you don't know who these assailants are, or why they retaliate against us."
The news media in Nuevo Laredo has been targeted several times by drug traffickers in recent
years. In April 2005, Guadalupe Garcia Escamilla, a crime reporter for radio station Estereo 91, died
after she was shot nine times by an unidentified assailant as she arrived at work. Little more than
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a year earlier, in March 2004, El Manana's chief editor Roberto Javier Mora Garcia was stabbed to
death under suspicious circumstances as he returned home. A suspected assailant, a US citizen, was
murdered while in custody.
Mexico's main press organization, the Union de Periodistas Democraticos UPD), in a recent open
letter to Tamaulipas state and federal officials, appealed to authorities to take any measures
necessary to halt the violence in Nuevo Laredo. "Our fellow communicator Jaime Tey Orozco and
all the employees at El Manana de Nuevo Laredo were the target of bullets from unknown assailants
who want to silence our work," said the UPD. "Enough of impunity," the UPD went on to say. "We
demand that the facts of this case be clarified and that those responsible be punished according
to the law." The New York-based Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) called the recent Nuevo
Laredo incident "despicable," and noted that the US-Mexico border region has become one of the
world's most dangerous areas for reporters.
Drug traffickers have also targeted journalists in northwestern Mexico, particularly at the Tijuana
weekly newspaper Semanario Zeta (see SourceMex, 1997-12-17 and 2004-06-30). In neighboring
Sonora state, Alfredo Jimenez Mota, a reporter who covered the drug trade for the Hermosillo-based
daily newspaper El Imparcial, has been missing since April 2005 and is presumed dead.

January conference addressed violence against press
The Feb. 6 attack occurred less than two weeks after a conference on drug violence and the press,
sponsored by the Miami-based Inter American Press Association (IAPA) and hosted by El Manana.
More than 120 journalists attended the conference, entitled Drug Trafficking: Investigating and
Reporting in Nuevo Laredo.
The IAPA said participants agreed to demand that all branches of the Mexican government move
more aggressively in solving cases, serve justice more quickly and efficiently in prosecuting crimes
against journalists, and create new laws that protect freedoms of the press and expression as tools
for the development of society.
"Journalists, editors, and newspaper publishers, mainly from northern Mexico, expressed concerns
that one of the most devastating aspects of the drug war is the silencing of any publication that
denounces these illegal activities," the association said after the Nuevo Laredo conference.
The IAPA later said it was optimistic that Mexican authorities would begin to take incidents like the
attack on El Manana more seriously. "We are confident that the federal government will intervene
directly in this case," said IAPA president Diana Daniels.
Others were skeptical that the government would be very effective in combating violence against
journalists. Jesus Blancornelas, who has covered the drug trade for many years for Zeta in Tijuana,
raised concerns that appeals such as the one made by the UPD and the IAPA could fall on deaf ears.
He said corruption of local and federal officials has been partially responsible for the continued
assault on journalists. "The government does not investigate because the government is complicit,"
said Blancornelas.
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The CPJ said at least four journalists in Mexico have lost their lives in the last six years as a result of
their coverage of the drug trade. "That's a very alarming number," said Joel Simon, the committee's
deputy director. "The situation is very comparable to Colombia in terms of self-censorship and
the level of violence." (Sources: Austin American-Statesman, 01/29/06; Reuters, Inter-American
Press Association press release, Spanish news service EFE, Agencia de noticias Proceso, 02/07/06;
The Dallas Morning News, 02/07/06, 02/08/06; Copley News Service, 02/08/06; Associated Press,
02/07-09/06; La Crisis, The Herald-Mexico City, 02/08/06, 02/09/06; Reforma, 02/08/06, 02/10/06; The
New York Times, 02/10/06; Por Esto!, 02/13/06; El Universal, 02/08-10/06, 02/12/06, 02/13/06, 02/15/06;
La Jornada, 02/09/06, 02/10/06, 02/15/06; La Cronica de Hoy, 02/08/06, 02/09/06, 02/13-15/06; Notimex,
02/13/06, 02/15/06)
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